


MUSIC AND COMMUNITY

BARRIER REEF ORCHESTRA AT TWENTY

JEAN DARTNALL

& §

NQ
ENSEMBLES BARRIER REEF
ORCHESTRA



Published by North Queensland Ensembles Inc. 2021
Townsville, Queensland, Australia

Copyright © Jean Dartnall 2021

AIX 3Z]° -7 0XJ« &JIPIlf 0= MX TX«A™XT J7 0| X JAC] -3 -2 °] ~ C-3} |J" MXX« J7"X3°XT ME | X3 «
accordance with the Copyright Amendment (Moral Rights) Act 2000,

Al ~ C-3} TN=CE3z|o ©°J3073-2 J«E AX J” °X32 AXT ATX3°|X Copyright Act 1968, no part may
MX 3X°3-TANXTi N=° XTil “NJ«e«XTi “0=3XT « J 3X03 XEJh “EOX2 3XN-3TXTi -3 93]« & AXTil « J«E 7-322
-3 ME J«E @XJ«il G O -AC O] X °3 -3 C3 AX« °X3R "7 —« -7 O| X AM} " | X3

ISBN: 978-0-646-84677-4

JAMENIA-<« BIE-A® N TX z« ME A8 7 |J * X§T «zil 6-3°] =AXX<« §I«T , “°0-3E ;3X™"
$-AX3TX z« ME A7 ]I * XiT «z
Cover images © Chrissy Maguire, © Ryan Stone



Contents
A°| -3 *-3XC-3T

Message from our Patron Bill Tweddell,
$| J<NXt-3 0J2X" $--1 Ce £X3" °F

5X 7 JzX 13-2 5JE-3 0X««E ,

5X "JzX 13- 0ATE ,A«°X3i 8 5i
President, Barrier Reef Orchestra

Beethoven's 9th Symphony

Chapter One & Music

Chapter Two &£ Musicians

Chapter Three £ Money

$I°XE*-A3 £ ,-C J $-«NX3 , J°X«
$]I°X3 * X £ C« Acz , X3-X"

Chapter Six £ Nuts and Bolts

Chapter Seven & *3 X«T~ J«T 6X z|M-A3"

N} «—CIXTZXEX«®”

14

22

38

46

60

68

78

93



Author's Foreword

€ O3B «z O] T M==ti . JIEX MXX« Z EX« 2AN] “A°°=30 J«T X«N-A3JzXBEX«® ME @X3MX3" -7 0| X
$-22 AXX 7 O X #J38 X3 >XXZ 83N|X 92)] 5I«E -°| X3 X=X CXX Jy = -Z z3XJ° J°" "°J«NX J«T
O XE J3X EX«A-«XT « O] X INJ«-CIXTZXBX«®™ JO O X X«T =Z°] ~ M==1{. | -°X °| J° BE & "°J}X" J«T
A7« G MX 737 EX« J«T «— MJBX JAIN|XT °- 2E | Xpoxe"{

O 7«0 P MIX « I M==F CIN] I 30 3XITIM|°E O— EXaA-« XEXE @A N Jail JTR « "0370-3)
concert, or piece played. | have tried to concentrate on a range of each of these as facts, giving a
I —«IMX TXJ =2 O X “N=°X -Z °|X C-3} -2 0]~ JRIE «z -N|X 03] J«T O| X CIE © —°X3JoX | *-3
extra details on more concerts, | refer readers to the Orchestra’s web site www.ngorchestra.com.au
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Barrier Reef Orchestra 20 Year History

Townsville has a rich history of excellence in the arts and culture.

The Barrier Reef Orchestra has been an integral part of that significant
achievement.

Over two decades, it has provided a valuable showcase for high-calibre local
talent, as well as world-class visiting musicians and conductors, to the
delight of audiences from across our region and beyond.

The nurturing of musical talent in our region has been and remains an
important part of its mission and its success.

A tremendous amount of hard work, dedication and commitment had been
invested to make all this possible, by on-stage performers and those behind
the scenes like volunteers, stage hands and committee members.

We are greatly in the debt of these people and their current-day equivalents.

A debt of gratitude is also owed to Jean Dartnall for her labour of love in
recording this story with such skill and passion.

I am very proud indeed to be associated with the Barrier Reef Orchestra and
hope it will be nurturing talent and delighting and enriching audiences for
many, many years to come.

Bill Tweddell

Patron
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North Queensland Ensembles Inc.

PO Box 576, Townsville 4810

tel. 07 4722 2789 email brotownsville@gmail.com
A.B.N. 73 365 249 138

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

We are proud to be able to present this publication to mark two decades in the history of our Barrier
Reef Orchestra. When we commissioned Jean Dartnall to write it for us there was no inkling of the
trauma that would envelope the world in our twentieth birthday year and we have no idea what the
world will be like when we emerge.

Unfortunately the Arts and Cultural Sectors have been hugely affected and many adjustments will
have to be made. It is perhaps timely that we have paused to make this review.

We decided against a routine timeline and exhaustive listing of events and chose to take a more
socially based approach and tell the story of the myriad details and activities that are needed to
keep an orchestra running for two decades. The titles of the chapters attempt to bring these
functions together. The more inclusive details can be found on our website and in the tables at the
end.

We are deeply indebted to the huge number of individuals and groups who have willingly assisted
and supported us on our journey and where names are not mentioned in the text or photographs
included; it is because space simply does not allow it. We are most grateful to you everyone who has
assisted in putting together this document.

The whole exercise has made us aware of the many aspects not formally recorded, particularly in the
early years and there has been much delving into the past to collect the details needed.

Townsville remains desperately short of performance place for theatre and music. The Civic Theatre
will be back in full swing post COVID-19, but the future of Riverway is still in doubt. Hopefully the
recent Council announcement of a North Australia Concert Hall and Arts Precinct being shovel ready
will come to fruition.

Sincerely

Judy Hunter
President, North Queensland Ensembles

May 2020
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Logistically, Beethoven'’s 9th
Symphony is very demanding

and is rarely played outside
metropolitan centres and even
more rarely played by community

orchestras.

— Simon McConnell
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BEETHOVEN'S
9TH SYMPHONY
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Imagine this: a full house, a standing ovation, 170 musicians on
the stage — the musicians are ecstatic about the music and the
reception, management is ecstatic about the music and the ticket
sales, the volunteers are ecstatic about the music and the chance
to rest, and the 970 audience members are ecstatic about the

music.

The Barrier Reef Orchestra (BRO) reached a new high on Tuesday 16
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is rarely played outside metropolitan centres and even more rarely
played by community orchestras. This challenge involved drawing
musicians from other centres (Adelaide, Brishane, Canberra and
Sydney), retaining a conductor from England, and engaging four
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This was a very special orchestral and choral event for Townsville.
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people.

(Opposite page)

Conductor David Lawrence,
Beethoven's 9th Symphony.
Photo: Chrissy Maguire, 2011.

(Next page)

Beethoven's 9th Symphony, David
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Photo: Chrissy Maguire, 2011.
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